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DECISION MEMO 

MACINTYRE PERMANENT OPENING RECLAMATION PROJECT 

USDA FOREST SERVICE 

GREEN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST, MANCHESTER RANGER DISTRICT 

 TOWN OF SUNDERLAND, BENNINGTON COUNTY, VERMONT 

 
BACKGROUND 

See NEPA Small Project Proposal Section 1. 

DECISION 

I have decided to authorize the reclamation of two existing permanent upland openings totaling 

21.3 acres located to the south of Kelly Stand Road and west of Forest Road 85. These openings 

were initially created in 1996 as part of the Macintyre Timber Sale. The proposed action would 

reclaim the perimeter of the existing permanent openings where encroaching trees have replaced 

the early successional habitat originally provided. See NEPA Small Project Proposal Section 1, 

items 5 and 6. See attached map. 

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement 

(EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA). The applicable category of actions is identified in 

agency procedures as 36 CFR 220.6(e) (6): Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement 

activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 mile of low 

standard road construction. See NEPA Small Project Proposal Section 1, item 9. 

I find that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would warrant further analysis and 

documentation in an EA or EIS. I reviewed resource conditions identified in agency procedures 

that should be considered in determining whether extraordinary circumstances might exist. This 

decision includes the implementation of required mitigation measures. See NEPA Small Project 

Resource Specialist Review Section 2, and mitigation measures appendix. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

This action was originally listed as a proposal on the online version of the Green Mountain 

National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions current report in April 2020. A scoping letter 

describing the project and inviting public comments was sent by email notification to the Town 

of Sunderland, Ruffed Grouse Society, National Wild Turkey Federation, and representatives of 

the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department on September 21, 2020 for a public comment period 

ending October 5, 2020. All comments received were in support of the project. 

Additional mitigation measures provided in the appendix will provide additional protection to 

soil, water, and wetland resources. 
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FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

The National Forest Management Act requires development of long-range land and resource 

management plans, and that all site-specific project activities to be consistent with direction in 

the plans. This decision is consistent with the 2006 Green Mountain National Forest Land and 

Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan). The project was designed in conformance with Forest 

Plan direction including goals, objectives, desired conditions, and forest-wide and management 

area standards and guidelines relevant to project activities. See NEPA Small Project Proposal 

Section 1, items 7 and 8.  

This decision also complies with all other applicable laws and regulations such as the National 

Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act, and National Historic Preservation Act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND OBJECTION OPPORTUNITIES 

This decision is not subject to administrative review, or objection pursuant to 36 CFR 218.  

IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

Implementation date between 2021 and 2022. 

CONTACT 

For additional information concerning this decision, contact: Scott Wixsom, Biological 

Technician, Manchester Ranger District, 2538 Depot Street, (802) 362-2307 x7219, 

scott.wixsom@usda.gov. 

 

/s/ Martina Barnes 2/22/2021 

Martina Barnes Date  

Manchester District Ranger 

Green Mountain National Forest 

 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.  To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call  (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by:  (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  1400 
Independence Avenue, SW  Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

mailto:scott.wixsom@usda.gov
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MITIGATION MEASURES 

Wildlife 

1. Project implementation will not occur until after pup season for bats has ended (August 31). 

Acoustic surveys will be initiated if a need to implement the project between April 1 and August 

31 exists.  

Heritage 

2. Areas outside of stands previously surveyed will be surveyed to determine if precontact sites are 

present. If any sites are found, an appropriate no-treatment buffer will be applied before the 

project can proceed. 

Soil, Water and Wetlands 

3. No equipment will be operated within 100 feet from the edge of wetlands. 

4. The following mitigation measures apply to prescribed burning and associated activities: 

a. Prescribed burning will be done only when overall mineral soil heating is low, and no 

more than an average loss of one inch or one-half of the sum of organic horizons will be 

consumed during burns. Burns will have mixed-severity burn patterns at each unit, and 

uneven, mosaic forest floor consumption, with no more than 10 percent of the area 

having mineral soil exposed immediately after the burn. This minimizes soil erosion and 

nutrient losses. In addition, burning will not be done in areas dominated by outcrops and 

soils less than 12 inches deep over bedrock.  

b. While burning piles, minimize the number of piles at each pile burning site, with a 

maximum of 10 percent of the area of each unit occupied by piles. Previous pile burning 

sites shall be reused as much as possible. This would minimize soil nutrient losses. 

c. Use hand lines for fire line creation whenever hand line can be safely used, to minimize 

potential for compaction, rutting, erosion, and sedimentation. 

d. No excavator equipment will be used to create fire line within the protective strips of 

streams, wetlands, or ponds, or on slopes in excess of 35 percent. 

e. Mulch all exposed mineral soil within fire lines with nearby duff material after burning to 

minimize erosion and sedimentation. 

f. On slopes in excess of 35 percent, install waterbars during fire line construction (i.e. 

before burning). 

g. On slopes in excess of 20 percent, install waterbars along the fire line after burning to 

minimize erosion. 

h. Excavator equipment will only be used once in each stand over the life of the project for 

the creation of fire lines.  

i. When equipment is used for fire line creation, only remove the upper layers of organic 

matter, leaving the most decomposed organic matter layer intact, to minimize erosion and 

sedimentation. To correct unintended soil disturbance and removal, mulch with nearby 

duff material or straw and install water bars. 

j. To maintain existing wetland wildlife habitat and to maintain soil organic carbon levels, 

do not conduct prescribed burns within wetlands or their buffers. 
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5. The forest litter layer, stumps, roots, or other below-ground biomass will not be removed.  

6. Tree harvesting will occur when sufficient snow cover (at least one foot) or frozen soil is present, 

to minimize soil disturbance, or when soils are sufficiently dry (typically between early to late 

fall). 

7. All tops and limbs used to cross small wet areas will be removed prior to sale close-out. 

8. Skid trails will be designed to direct water flow outside of riparian corridors as quickly as 

possible, to avoid steep terrain (slopes above 35 percent), maximize the distance between the skid 

trails and water-bodies, minimize the number of water body crossings, and minimize the total 

miles of skid trails. 

 

Non-native Invasive Plants 

9. To prevent introduction of NNIP, any wheeled/tracked equipment brought in to implement the 

work will be cleaned prior to accessing the site.  In addition, access routes will be planned so that 

equipment does not travel through infestations to get to the site.  Equipment will be cleaned prior 

to leaving the site unless all work was done in areas free of infestations.  The Forest botanist will 

plan NNIP treatment so that infestations do not spread from the existing opening to the newly 

opened portion. 


